The role of hepatitis B immunoglobulin in hepatitis B related liver transplantation: Canadian Transplant Centre Position Paper.
Hepatitis B virus (HBV) related liver transplant (LT) recipients face a high risk of HBV reinfection in the absence of continuous post-operative HBV prophylaxis. Combination HBV prophylaxis with hepatitis B immune globulin (HBIg) and nucleos(t)ide anti-viral agents prevents HBV recurrence in 90 to 100% of patients who undergo transplantation for hepatitis B and is considered the standard of care in Canada. Post liver transplant HBV prophylaxis protocols vary with regard to the dosing, duration and routes of HBIg administration. All Canadian transplant centres managing liver transplant patients were surveyed as to their HBV transplant protocols. Results of the survey showed that the majority of the Canadian transplant centres use an oral antiviral in combination with long term or indefinite HBIg for prevention of HBV recurrence post liver transplantation. Studies were done to test new protocols using lower HBIg doses given intramuscularly or subcutaneously alone or in combination with antiviral agents. <br /> Conclusion. Long term HBIg administration post transplantation in combination with antiviral agents is an integral part of Canadian HBV related liver transplant protocol. <br />